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Welcome to the new RIFLA newsletter!

RIFLA NEWS APRIL 2022
Happy Spring, Rhode Island World Language Community! In this newsletter, we will
include RIFLA updates, relevant PD opportunities, and more.
Yesterday, RIFLA hosted our first in-person professional development workshop since
early 2020. Some of us were able to meet in person for the first time after a year or
two of working and learning together virtually! Hosted at the Providence Career and
Technical Academy, Dr. Manuela Wagner from the University of Connecticut
conducted an interactive workshop on developing intercultural competency in the
world language classroom.
This event was a follow-up to her Keynote Address and workshop at our virtual
conference in the fall of 2021. Dr. Wagner encouraged participants of all languages
and levels to plan units through the lens of interculturality and social justice. With her
guidance, educators worked together to create compelling and action-oriented units,
using Learning for Justice's Social Justice Standards and collaborative out-of-the-box
thinking.

RIFLA Updates:
Join the RIFLA Board!
The RIFLA Board is actively searching for new members, for both officer positions and
committees.
This is a wonderful way to make your voice heard and impact the future of language
education in Rhode Island! Whether you are a Department Head or a department of one,
we welcome your input and involvement.
If interested, please fill out this nomination form, or share with any colleagues who you
feel should be included. We look forward to working with you!
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Advocacy Updates:
2022 Multilingual Education Advocacy Day
When: Tuesday, April 26th 2:00 - 5:00 pm
Where: State House Rotunda
Everyone is welcome - Students, parents, teachers, community members!
If you have students that would be great speakers in support of multilingual education, we
would love to hear from them! We are also looking for singers, dancers, artists, etc., to
share their cultures. Please encourage them to participate! Contact the Advocacy Chair,
Becky Klassen at: Rebecca.Klassen@ppsd.org.

The Dual Language Report is here!

Read the Full Report

From JNCL-NCLIS: America’s Languages Working Group Launches Online Resource,
Model Language Programs & Practices
WASHINGTON, D.C., March 31, 2022 -- JNCL-NCLIS is proud to share the
announcement of the launching of The America’s Languages Portal: Model Programs and
Practices Advancing Access and Equity in U.S. Language Education. This new online
resource aims to ensure equitable access to quality language instruction and all language
resources by providing a living collection of programs that can be emulated and adapted
by on-the-ground efforts across the country.

Read the Press Release

Follow RIFLA on social media!
RIFLA is now on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. Follow us on any of these platforms,
we would love to connect. Together, our language community is stronger!
Be sure to check out the new initiatives we'll be putting out soon!

RI WL Opportunities:

World Languages M.A.T. at Rhode Island College
Know someone who would be a great World Language Educator?
Encourage them to start on the pathway to certification through the Rhode Island
College World Languages Education Program!
Contact WLED@ric.edu for more information.

Click for more

PD Opportunities from our Partner Organizations:
RITELL Spring Webinar Series
Adopting a strengths-based, multilingual approach to assessment: A series for
teachers of emergent bilinguals
Dr. Laura Ascenzi-Moreno is currently an associate professor and the bilingual
program coordinator at Brooklyn College, City University of New York. Her research is
focused on the literacy development of emergent bilinguals, the literacy assessment of
emergent bilinguals, the development of teacher knowledge, and how these intersect
with equity.
Save the dates: April 13th, May 5th

Click for more

2022 University of Wisconsin Whitewater – Summer Heritage Language PD
Registration is open! These synchronous courses and workshops are online, and truly
one of a kind. Check them out, join us, invite your friends!
- Afro-Centric Spanish Heritage Language Education
- Critical Approaches to Heritage Language Ed (all languages)
- Language Ideologies in Spanish Heritage Language Classrooms
- Creating Units En Comunidad
- Bilingual/Bicultural Teaching Methods

https://bit.ly/heritage-language-ed
Register Here

NECTFL Call for Workshop and Session Proposals
69th Annual Northeast Conference
March 2–4, 2023
New York Hilton Midtown
Reimagining the World Language “Classroom”: The Future Starts Today

Click for more

ACTFL Opportunities:
Lead with Languages Teacher Scholarship Program
In early April the Lead with Languages Teacher Scholarship Program will be opening to a fourth
year of applicants! This program provides merit-based scholarships to graduating high school
seniors committed to pursuing the language teaching profession in languages other than
English. The program provides recipients with an award of $1,500 per academic year.
Scholarships may be renewed three times following the initial award, for a cumulative total of
$6,000 per recipient. Students must submit their applications via our online form by Friday, May
27.
We have an active volunteer opportunity open to serve on the 2022 Lead with
Languages Teacher Scholarship selection committee. Committee work is completed entirely
online during the summer and is a fun way to meet and connect with fellow educators with
similar interests! ACTFL members are invited to apply via the Volunteer portal by Sunday, May
8.
ACTFL Professional Awards – Nominations
We are also currently seeking nominations, including self-nomination, for the ACTFL
Professional Awards across a wide range of categories until Friday, May 27. I invite you to
explore the full Awards descriptions on our site. Each award also has an associated volunteer
selection committee opportunity available.
ACTFL Mentoring Program
This program is designed to help early career language educators succeed in their current
assignments and learn the skills to be successful long-term in their careers. Mentors and
mentees will be matched by language, level, interest, and location as best as possible. Three
mentor programs are available: the traditional program for in-person educators, the distance
language educator program for those who teach online, and a hybrid program for those currently
teaching in-person and remotely. Get more info and apply here!

RITI 2022 Scholarships are Open – Italian students apply here!
Deadlines: April 18th

Deadlines: April 18th

Apply Here

ACTFL 2022 – in Boston!
Registration is open for ACTFL 2022 at the Boston Convention and Exposition Center,
November 18–20, 2022, with pre-convention virtual workshops on Thursday, November 17.

Come to Boston and immerse yourself in the most comprehensive professional development
event available to language educators. This convention is uniquely designed to inspire,
rejuvenate, and meet the needs of today’s passionate language educators. Three exciting days
of educational sessions will appeal to all educators at all instructional levels and languages.
Join your colleagues from around the world in the one place where language educators will
reconnect this year—Boston!

Register Here

2022 CARLA Summer Institute Program for Language Teachers
CARLA Summer Institutes fill quickly, so register early!
CARLA offers a wide range of institutes targeted at foreign/world language, ESL/EFL,
heritage language, and immersion educators from a variety of teaching levels and
contexts. In 2022, CARLA will offer online (synchronous and asynchronous) institutes
and face-to-face institutes on the University of Minnesota campus in Minneapolis.
Check out the line-up for the 27th annual CARLA Summer Institute Program and
plan to join us in 2022!

Register Here

From the National Foreign Language Resource Center:
1) Each year, the NFLRC offers a new podcast series on a topic of interest to world language
teachers, such as High-Leverage Teaching Practices or Integrated Performance Assessments.
Our 2022 podcast series will focus on Universal Design for Learning (UDL) and should debut
later this month. (Follow us on social media or sign up for our NFLRC listserv to make sure you
hear the announcements - see banner at the end of the message for URLs).
2) As we have often done in the past, we will follow the UDL podcast series with a live 2-part
webinar discussing intersections between UDL and PBLL. We are planning to have the
webinar in either May, June, or July and wanted to schedule it for the month that would be the
most convenient for interested attendees. If that is you, please participate in our one-question
survey to help us decide.
Deadline: April 22

104th AATSP Annual Conference
San Juan, Puerto Rico
When: July 9-12, 2022
Our 2022 Theme: Valorando nuestras raíces y construyendo nuestro futuro
The Annual Conference provides a forum for educators from the United States and
abroad. Our conference includes over 300 events during 3 ½ days of discussions,
workshops, sessions, exhibits, speeches, excursions, and awards that reflect trends,
interests, and the needs of language educators of Spanish and Portuguese.
Register here by May 15th!

Click for more

We welcome your input! If you have something you'd like included in a future
newsletter, please email us at RIFLAinfo@gmail.com.
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